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CULTURED COLLECTIONS WITH
ACHILLE SALVAGNI

ARCHITECT AND DESIGNER ACHILLE SALVAGNI SHOWS CULTURED AROUND HIS HOME IN ROME,
HIS PASSION FOR ARTE POVERA WORKS IS ON DISPLAY ADJACENT MODERN FURNISHINGS.
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ACHILLE SALVAGNI OSAKA DESK AND
PAPILIA BLUE DESK CHAIR. WOODEN
DESK CHAIR BY LE CORBUSIER AND
PIERRE JEANNERET. ALL INTERIORS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAOLO PETRIGNANI.

Elizabeth Fazzare: How did you begin to build your own collection? What pieces inspired you to continue?

Achille Salvagni: | love to discover things; | have a perpetual curiosity and invest a lot of time in visiting museums, art galleries and
exhibitions. | also started going to auctions and eventually acquired my first piece. My collection started with pieces by Vanessa Beecroft

and Jannis Kounellis that caught my eye and then grew naturally as | found the chance to pick up interesting pieces.
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http://instagram.com/cultured_mag

EF: What designers/artists are inspiring you right now?

AS: | am a great art lover. | am fascinated by the Spatialist movement, particularly by the works of Lucio Fontana and Enrico Castellani.
They were the first to sense that a three-dimensional surface could give the perception of volume, playing with matter to create optical

illusions.

| am also a great fan of conceptual art and arte povera, especially Pierpaolo Calzolari’s work. | also particularly feel for the minimalist
purity of Ettore Spalletti and Agnes Martin.

ACHILLE SALVAGNI IN HIS LONDON
ATELIER. PHOTOGRAPHY BY SIMON
UPTON.

EF: Does the marketplace help your discovery process? Why or why not?

AS: | do not think the marketplace helps at all. | believe the exhibitions, visiting museums and discovering art galleries is most helpful to
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| have often bought pieces from artists with low market value but great artistic value. Many times, the marketplace focuses on
commercial value not giving importance to the artistic value of the pieces.

A HAND-KNOTTED SILK RUG, TABLE
LAMP, DESK, SIDE CHAIR AND
ARMCHAIR DESIGNED BY SALVAGNI AND
FONTANA ARTE SIDE TABLES POPULATE
THE LIVING ROOM. AT RIGHT, GIANNA
PIACENTINO’'S EX 3D, 1965. ABSTRACT
PORTRAIT BY SERGIO LOMBARDO.

EF: What is the next piece on your radar?

AS: | am keeping an eye on Michaél Borremans’s work. | am fascinated by his figurative paintings where he juxtaposes somber figures,
jarring close-ups and unsettling still lifes that are at once nostalgic, darkly comic, disturbing and grotesque.

EF: What is one piece that got away?

AS: Many years ago, | courted a sculptural console by Francois-Xavier and Claude Lalanne but did not acquire it at the time. Their pieces
are now part of legendary auctions where they reach prohibitive sums.
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NICO ZONCADA CHAIRS, 1954. ARTWORK BY
EMILIA & ILYA KABAKOV, UNDER THE SNOW
#15, 2004. SALVAGNI ATELIER EMERALD
TABLES.

LOUVRE COPY OF ANCIENT ROMAN EMPIRE
FRAGMENT IN PLASTER. GIANNI
PIACENTINO, PURPLE-GRAY WINDOW
OBJECT, 1967-1968. LIGHT BLUE ARTWORK
BY ETTORE SPALLETTI.



HAND-KNOTTED RUG, TABLE AND CHAIRS
BY SALVAGNI. SPIDER CHANDELIER FROM
THE SALVAGNI ATELIER. ON THE WALL,
JASON MARTIN, "FLAKE," 2006.

KITCHEN ISLAND DESIGNED BY SALVAGNI.
CABINETRY BY POGGENPOHL.
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ZHANG HUAN, "MY ROME (MOUNTAIN),"
2005 C-PRINT EDITIONS NUMBERS 3/8
AND 4/8.

MASTER BATH CABINETRY BY SALVAGNI.
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